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Meéting Bbardﬁ

of County Commissioners

A RESUME OF PROCEEDINGS

Adopt Some Important Resolu-
tions — Receive and Approve
Bonds of All County Officers
—Take Action in Matters Per-
taining to Special Drainage Dis-
tricts in Various Parts of the
County and Give Attention to
Othe Public Business

The county commissioners met
in Arcadia, December 4th, with
Chairman L, W. Whitehurst pre-
siding, and Commissioners John
Hagan, D. L. Skipper, William
Whitten and "W, G, Welles pres-
ent,

The minutes of the previous
meetings were read, correeted and
approved.

The following banks filed notie-
es of intention to qualify as coun-
ty depositories: The Punta Gor-
da Bank, Bank of Sebring, First
National Bank of Punta Gorda,
The First National Bank of Avon
Park, State Bank of Zolfo.

A. 8. Conner was appointed
custodian of Seminole Park in the
town of Citrus Center, to serve
without conmpensation from the
county. ‘

The bond of Frank J. Stamm &
Son in the sum of $33,000, to guar-
antee the faithful performance of
the contract of the said Frank J.
Stamm & Son with the Charlotte
Harbor Speecial Road and Bridge
Distriet, was approved.

The board recommended that
the eomptroller allow the A, C, L.
Railwav to redeem block 5, Punta
Gorda, at a valuation of %1,000,
the assessed valuation being con-
sidered excessive,

J. M. Powell, of Punta Gorda,
was placed on the pauper list at
$10 per month, warrant each
month be sent to T. H. Sistrunk,
president of ‘Associated Charities,
to be used for the benafit of the
said Powell.

Whereas,, By abolishing the
offiee of county treasurer the peo-
ple of the state of Florida have
expressed themselves as opposed

enses, defeat the very reason for
the said act, viz: The payment of
interest on the deposits of the
several counties; and,

Whereas, The said act attempts
to work additiontal hardships up-
on the taxpayers of the said eoun-
tics, to the benefit of the said
banks, by providing that no war-
rant shall be drawn exeept where
there are funds in the said bank
on which the warrant is drawn,
thus attempting to restriet the
the right of the county commis-
sioners to expend, if necessary,
95 per eent. of the amount of tax
levied, and bringing in an element
of unecertainty in the making of
the anmual budget, which is un-
reasonable, and which will neces-
gitate a larger tax levy than the
requirements of the county de-
mand, or that the financial busi-
ness of the county be not transaot-
ed until near this end of the tax
year;

Now, therefore, Be it resolved,
By the Board of County Commis-
sioners of DeSoto County, that our
senctor, the Hon. A. M. Wilson,
and our representative, the Hon.
W. €. Langford, be, and they are
hereby requested to use their
whole influenee and power in the
coming session of the legislature
of the state of Florida to have the
said act repealed, and made of no
effect, and that there be enacted
in lieu thereof an aet giving to
the county commissioners of the
said counties the right and au-
thority to contraet with a bank
which is the highest and best hid-
der, to act as depository for the
various eounty funds for a two-
vear period, and not restrieting
the issue of warrants hy the said
hoards of eounty commissioners,
except as provided in the aet
which limits the same to 95 per
cent, of the annual tax levy, A-
dopted.

The bid of L. W. Pooser for the
construction of canals and later-
als in Speecial Drainage Distriet
No, 10, at 12 1.2 cents ‘per cubie
vard, wns accepted.

Bid of the Hanehett Bond Com
pany of Chicago, 111, for the
#18,000 of bonds of the Special

to the payment of eommissions to
officers for the handling of [luhiil'1
funds; and,

Whereas, The law
that trustees be named
various bond districts also pro-
vides for the payment of eom-

i#sions to the said trustees: .'1||'|,‘
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providing
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receive a commission for the hand
ling of said monics, but 1o pay
the publie interest on  the
monies  on deposit with the sai
hanke: now, thervefore,
Resolved, By the Banwd
County Commissioners of DeSoto
County, that we do hereby peti-
tion the 1917 legislature of II‘.-r-I
state of Florvida to enact a law giv.
me to the county
the power and authority to let and
contraet s with anv bank
the handling of the said
special bond funds that will prop- |
erly qualify that are the
hi‘-.f!'.o'M and hest bidders for the
said funds; and, further, that we|
hereby request our senator, the
Hon, A. M. Wilson, and our repre-
sentative, the Hon, W [
ford, 1o their influened
curing the passage of
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Drainage Distriet No. 10, at $17,-
310 and acerued interest, was ae-
cepted, provided said Hanchett
Bond Company shall aceept and
pay for said bonds within sueh
time as is considered reasonable
by the Board of County Commis-

| alONeTS,

The following bonds were pre-
sented and approved;

S, F.J, Trabue justice of the
nenee: Leslie  Lewis, constable;
(r. L. Crews, justice of the peace;
W. E. Bussey, deputy sheriff;
Wallace Chadman, notary publie;
J. C Waltmire, notary publie;
I, Albritton, eounty survevor
The bonds of the
ty officers, the

various couns
unts of whieh
are set by the eounty commission-
ers, were ordered to be the same
in amount as was required of the

[officers now holding these offices,

the county judge's bond being
placed at £1,000: the bond of the
cirenit eourt elerk being placerd
it ’!"-"P‘””“ and the [...\;:I of the sher-
iff at %7,000.
Tuesday, December b5th.
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University of Florida

Experiment Station Istnes New
Bulletin

Every citrus grower in the state
should be interested in the new
publication that will be issued
soon by the University of Flor-
ida Experiment Station, This
is Bulletin 182.. Loss of Fertiliz-
ers by Leaching, by 8. E, Collison,
chemist, and 8, 8. Walker, associ-
ate chemist. It contains the re-
sults of four years of experiments
in fertiliger leaching.

The e imenis were conduct-
ed with citris trées in soil tanks
on. the Station grounds. While
the bulietin will"he"of primary in-
terest to eitrus growers it will al-
so be of interest to everysfertilizer
user in the state. The leashing
proeesses in general are some

the same and the diseoveries  -Ag
in these expevimants are indica-
tive of what mey be expected wit!
other erops. 4
Copies ‘of the bulletin may he
had by writing to the mailing
clerk. Experviment Station Build-
ing, Gainesville, It will be sent
to all persons whose names are on
the mailing list.

Tractor Demonstration Will Be
Held at University

Farmers in Florida have been
f‘\ni'ertaining the tractor hes, Those
{who attend the University of Flor-
ida, Gainesville, January 16 to 19,
probably will have opportuninty
to see several tractors perform, A
number of tractor manufacturers
have been asked to make demon-
strations, :
Farmers have been making in-
quiries coneerning the different
types of tractors, and their adapt-
ability to Florida eonditions. The
demonstration will enable farmers
to answer their own questions con-
cerning the machines.

Plant Inspection

IFor several months the State
Plant Board, thru its port and
railway inspeetion depsrtmnu‘#
has inspected all shipments of
nursery stock and other plants
arriving at Florida ports from
foreign eountrigs.  Inspeetors of
the Board are stationed at Jack-

ami and Key West end meet all in-
coming vessels, examining = the
baggage of passengers and al

shipmonts, fd sl

sonville, Pensagola, Tampa, Mi-|

ments of diseased plants have
been intercepted and returned to
the eountries from which they
came, Among the serious pests
recently intercepted and prevent-
ed from entering Florida were a
gall-inscet affecting mango, a leaf
disease of mango, borers affecting
bamhboo and scale insects of vari-
ous kinds,

The inspectors of the Plant
Board engaged in this work are
also appointees of the Federal
Horticulture Board of the United
States Depertment of Agriculture
and enforee the Federal laws and
regulatione relative to the impor-
tation and inspeetion of pla

The customs officials at the vari-
ous ports mentioned als '
ate ﬂ_ﬂtﬁeﬂ.ljr in this wo

Woﬂy Percent of Orange Trees
Are Beedlings

It will be remembered that the
Citrus Seminar at the University
of Florida in Oetober, decided to
standardize citrus varieties. This
action was a result of an appeal
made by Leo, B. Seott of the Unit-
pd States Bureau of Plant Indus-
ey, MreoSett said tnat tha Ko
ida eitrus indastey was gulferinge
because of lack of standardizetion
and that the fruit was diseriminat-
ad against in the mariet because
customers could not depend upon
the grade of fruit.

It will also be remombersd that
& committee was appoiuted to se-
leet the orange varieties which
should be standardized and that
the - Seminar  approved® their
choiece. The varieties selected
were Parson Brown, Homosassa,
Pineapple, Valencia and Lou Gim
Gong .

That an attempt to standardize
varicties was wise is shown by a
survey made by the United Stat-
os Bureau of Crop Estimates, This
survey was undertaken to learn

| percentages of trees of the differ-|B

ent varieties. . C. Hare, field a-
gent for the Bureau in  Florida
rmﬂﬁoattmﬁon to the report:

\ACY pereentages ‘of trees of
 bearing age of the mﬂ't-rvm vari-
oties arér as follows: Homosassa
2.2 percent; King 2.2 Lou Gim
ﬂ“‘*}‘@ﬁ?ﬁn Brown 3; Pine-
apple 1.5; Ruby Blood 2.3; seed-
ling 40 -;&ingerine 3:; Valenecia

(ngli. 11 ; all others combined

that forty pereent of the
1g trees arve seedlings,

Geo, W. Gatewood and othe
drainage in the Bermont

was continued to the neet reg-
ular meeting of this board.

Ordered that .a walk be con-
structed on the south side of the
gourt house lo.t-he- lk o
Btreet. A

T. H. Brown was oyed fo
construct the contemplated walks
in the ecourt house yard, and con-
(erete floorin the room in the base-
(ment of the court house, at 11 3-10
| cents persquare foodt.

The construetion and painting
of the jail fenee wag awarded to
(1. P. Lamb far thé-ﬂﬂ of #1585,

The treasurer filed his report.”

The county judge filed his li-
|eense reports e

Wednesday, Dec. 6th.

The Cornwall gtruction Co,
was granted p"l‘ﬂ'ﬂ'u_i'a’-l to suble
to Adam Sile s tenntiszer with
the Charlotte, Harbor speeial road
and bridge distriet, but the eom-
||mny is held under its bhond for
| the Taithful completion of the eon-
| tract,

[ Mrs. Tom Summeralls was plae-
ed on the pauper list at $10 per
[ manth.

[ Tax Asazsor IL 0 Murrhy was
requested to certify to this hoard
the total tax assessment of cacly
commissioger's distriet. 4

The bond of A. L.
clerk, was appuoved.

The tax collector filed his re-
port.

B. L. Crews was allowed £40 for
temporary relief,

The clerk was instructed to ad-
vertise for a road rolleg for road
district No, 1.

The elerk was inst

P Al
.

Durrance,

tify all banks in the county that

- -

the board of county commission-
ers and the eounty board of publie
instruction would hold a joint ses-
sion on Decemberl2 for the pur-
pose of considerihg the appoint.
memt of county depositories.

(. M. Collier was recommended
for appointment as inspector of
marks and brands for both live
and slaughtered stoek for distriet
No. 10,

Town that is Known for its Natural Attractions and

[Cabbage may be set from plants

==
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Ready to
_Do Not Halt

Gro o Jﬁ-lm iétling groves
have evi seen  the light
sinee tl ' getting the seed-

lings, tho are far toé many
still. The following varieties are
the percentages of the different
varieties not of bearing age:
Homosassa 0.7 per cent; King 0.8;
Lou 6; Ruby Blood 2.6; Seedling
6.7; Tangerine 7; Valencia 34; all
others combined 9.2,

The trend toward standardiza-
tion in young groves is eneourag-
ing, but it will be several yoars
before the standard varieties will
over-top the scedlings. But when

|the fruit is standardized, there

_ | will beaseramble among growers
of mi;e smhm‘for hetter va&:
1~ | eties, because t uet will' b

tlawed,
Plant Now For Early Spring
Vegetables

Lettuce is the housewife’s best
friend in planning a meal. It is
edible and universally liked. A
dinner needs a salad course and
letiuce may always be counted on
to furnish a base for it, Again it
is good for decorating the table
dishes. A spoonful of hash plae-
ed on a lettuee leaf will be eaten
with relish where one on a bare
plate will be scorned. The let.
tuce leal furnishes the appeal and
whets the appetite,

Big Boston lettuce is perhaps
the best known variety in Florida.
This is the favorite hard head let-
tuee with those who grow for the
market. The Salamander is a
very fine loose head lettuce and is
a favorite in many heme gardens,
The Romaine type of lettuce may

prove to be the housewife’s favor-

ite because of its loose curly leaves |

which make it good for bhoth
ads and table decoration,
If plants are set out na

8 n-

_ VeTRIL) rida
Extension Division, says that let-
tuce is not the only vegetable that
may be planted during December.

. N (iR}
gent for the Univer

or the seed planted. Onions and
radishes may also he planted.
And then there is one artiele
which he thinks is often negleet-
o ; the Bnglish pea. These should
be sown now for early spring, My,
MeQuarrie recommends the Me-
Neil pea, a hardy variety originat-
ed and grown successfully by a
Florida man. It is especially a-
dapted to the northern pant of the
state where it was originated, for
the MeNeil pea will stand the eold
with less injury than any other
variety,

Preparing the ground for a veg-
table garden is not an expensi
matter. It should be fouti 1
with well rotted stable manure,
working it into thei seil before

The attoriiey for the hoard was
instrueted  to prepare an official
ballot, sufficient " in form, sub-!
stances and number, for holding|
of the elegtions to be held in Dis-|
tricts 2 and 4.

amended by striking out the res-
olutions adopted on Degember 5th
relative to the Murdoek Drainage
Distriet.

Property owners petitioned that
the Tom Williams branech in the
Areadia  Drainage Distriet  be
straightened put to prevent over-
flow.” Referred to attorney.

Regular steps were taken for a
road petitioned for by M. F. Mi:
zell and others.

The board recessed to Tuesday,
Deeamber 12th, 7

B, Campbell was awarded the
sontract to paint the jail and ve-
pair the roof.

The following bonds were ap-
proved : s (e,

L. W, Whitehurst, $2,000; 8, By
Hogan, $2,000; R. W. Roberts,
#6500 H. G. Murplarr, $1,000; D, L.
Skipper, $2,000; W. M, Whiiten,
$2,000; W, G, Welles, $2,000; P,
G. Shaver, $1,000, J. W. Bullock

$2,000, ¥. B. McClelland, £2,000 |

The minutes of this hoard Wf'rt']

vest the bond money. "

anything is planted. A light top
dressing of niteate of soda or some
high grade mercial fertilizer
will be needed after the plants

are up. Then the faithful use of I

the hoe to keep the surfaee provid-
ed with the necessary dust muleh
is about all that is to be done to
make your garden products avail-
able for early spring use.

A party of leading eitizens of St.
Cloud spent last Friday here in.
specting the asphalt payving which |
is being laid on our streets, Their
home eity has reeently voted
bonds for street paving, and they
are loking around to see what is
the best material in which to in-
. parly
the following

|

was composed of _the |
sentlmen m, Bircher, wayor:
. J, Cummings, tressurer; F. B,
Kenney and T, H. Gill. ' The i
all gentlemen of good judgment
and high character.and gan be de-
pended on to make » Wise selec
tion of pavingy ;

made a very favorable imp

on our citizens who had the pleas.
n?& of .mﬁim\;ﬂ‘ : em, mdd‘“:hq
said some niee thing about lit=
tle eity. Wish we could P

ea—c—e, but

aref,

BY THE TEUTONIC ALLIES

Continue in Pursuit of the Rou-
manians, Who Have | to
‘Them Four Hundred Tho

The Teutonie Alli
themselves ready to dise
Also they ave ready
he war if the En

it the time

sals of peace abs

ed the world's interest, the re-
spective armies went on with their
combats. Roumania and the Cer-
na River region in Serbia continue
the sectors where most of the
fighting is taking place. In Wal-
lachia snow has intervened to
check, but only slightly, the ad-
vance of the Central Powers a-
gainst the Roumanians and the
Russians. The town of Mizil, on
the railway between Ploechti and
Buzeu, has been eaptured, as al-
80 has the :

twenty miles to

Berlin announces.

10,000 additiona

have been captures

In the Carpath
the Moldavian fi
sians are contin
attacks, but acco
without suee
Berlin the
Larp A-

intente
ked vicious-
have been repulsed

Y casualties, Five Bul-

posts south of the Limnit-

WWer have been captured by
btnte troops. Snow has put an
#d to infantry activity north of
onsstir, '

.0“ the front in France and Bel-
gium there is a continuation of
artillery aetivity and small opera-
tions by patrol parties,

An unofficial dispatech from
Switzerland says the King of
Grecee has ordered a general mo-
luh_-z.atiuu. An official communi-
cation fromr Paris announced that
the Freneh admiral du Fournet,
commander of the Entente naval
forces in the Mediterranean, has
been replaced by Admiral Gau-
chet, ;

Berlin veports the destruetion
hy a submarine in the eastern
Mediterranean of two big trans-
port steamers loaded with war ma-
terial.  The Britigsh Press Bureau
however, denies that the Vessels

ol 1

were fransports

A recent investigation made b

] t-‘:l. Pubilig T:l[lealth Serviee iﬁ

ection with the studies of ru-

ral 8ehool chilrden showed that

49.3 per'eent had defective teeth,

filliglz x:::tzm '1:1 tlwo Or more mis-
: , and on ¢ )

bad had ¥y 16.9 per eent

entgl attention, Over
m used a tooth
e Per oent. used one oe-
ol and cnlyﬂ'i’,‘l. per cent
daily. D¢ cetive fceth
rdu efficiency. Dirty
Sup purating, snaggle - toothed
mouths are responsible for many
cases of heart , rheuma-
tism, and other chronic affeetions.
The chlidren are not responsible
for the neglected state of their
teeth. The ignorant and careless
p!::pn@'il_lo blame for this con-
thhoxi which hampers mental and
physical growth and puts a por- |
manet handicap on our future
citizens. Sehool teachers can and
mdomﬁ much in ineuleating hab-
its dmml elaanliness on the
tm‘qb 0ol child but this will
‘the highest aecomplishmnt
parents co-o heartily
Thix is a duty

children.

Florida has 18 mlﬂio;ai_m 1
multi-milliongives, at least t?:t
many men pay inegmne taxes on
weomes of $50,000 or over. Not

J. L. Dishong, $7,000;Cyril Bald-
win, £30,000. :

and oeate them here.” <<

fmen l're-ih,’tﬁ

neccseary o, ndd 1
40 Bdd N0 newspaper
L2 Mea wocoa Star.




